
Pastor Mark Congrove 
Bethel Baptist Church 
South Haven, Mi.

What's Mark 
reading?  

Knowing God by 
J.I. Packer

5:45: Coffee and treats
6:30: Bible study
7:15: more coffee and talk

Cafe Bethel 
Serving coffee on 
Wednesdays: 
5:45- 8:00 pm
Serving supper on the 
1st Wednesday of 
month@ 5:30 pm

Starting in the Fall

Starting in the Fall

Date: 08.28.13                  Let's get started
The only true God (chapter 4)
God incarnate ( chapter 5)
He shall Testify (chapter 6)
Recognize the hymn with these lyrics?

Jehovah! Father, Spirit, Son!
Mysterious Godhead! Three in One!

Hint! Edward Cooper, the author...the Title: Father of Heaven
The rest...

Father of Heaven, whose love profound
A ransom for our souls hath found,
Before Thy throne we sinners bend;
To us Thy pardoning love extend.

Almighty Son, Incarnate Word,
Our Prophet, Priest, Redeemer, Lord,
Before Thy throne we sinners bend;

To us Thy saving grace extend.
Eternal Spirit, by Whose breath

The soul is raised from sin and death,
Before Thy throne we sinners bend;
To us Thy quickening power extend.

Jehovah—Father, Spirit, Son—
Mysterious Godhead, Three in One,
Before Thy throne we sinners bend;

Grace, pardon, life to us extend.
Selected Scriptural texts: 

Lesson up
The theme in chapter 6 is two-fold ( it seems to 
me)
The unfortunate lack of Interest in the Holy Spirit
The strategic importance of the Holy Spirit.
Jumping in!
THE PERSONAGE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
What we learned last time! The relationship between God and His 
Son.
And then, the promise of another Comforter. (John 14:16).
Another of the Same kind!
Identified: The Spirit, The Holy Ghost (John 14:17,26).
Connected with OT: (breath in Genesis) (Gen.1:2; Ps.33:6
Connected with Father
• The Father sends the Spirit, as The Father has sent the Son 

(5:23,)
• The Father will send the Spirit (14:26).

�1



Pastor Mark Congrove 
Bethel Baptist Church 
South Haven, Mi.

What's Mark 
reading?  

Knowing God by 
J.I. Packer

5:45: Coffee and treats
6:30: Bible study
7:15: more coffee and talk

Cafe Bethel 
Serving coffee on 
Wednesdays: 
5:45- 8:00 pm
Serving supper on the 
1st Wednesday of 
month@ 5:30 pm

Starting in the Fall

Starting in the Fall

• Just as Jesus had come in His Father's name (5:43), acting as 
the Fathers agent, speaking the Father's words (14:49), doing the 
Father's works (10:25, cf: 17:12), and bearing witness... To the 
One whose emissary He was, so the Spirit would come in Jesus' 
name, to act in the world as an agent and witness of Jesus. 

• THE SPIRIT PROCEEDETH FROM (para: from the side of) The 
Father (15:26), just as previously the Son had come forth 
from(para) the Father (16:27). 

• Having sent the eternal Son into the world, The Father now 
recalls Him to glory and sends the Spirit to take His place.

The relationship expressed 
1. The son is subject to the Father, for the Son is sent by the 

Father in His ( the Father's name).
2. The Spirit is subject to the Father, for the Spirit is sent by the 

Father in the Son's name.
3. The Spirit is subject is subject to the Son as well as to the 

Father, for the Spirit is sent by the Son as well as the Father 
(see also,20:22).


Why this must be important!
According to Packer, w/o the HS, there is no gospel, no 
faith, no Church, no Christianity.
1. Without the HS, there is no Gospel and NT.

• When Jesus left, they were given responsibilities (Jon 15:27; 
Acts 1:8). 

• Their past performance record suggested... Lets just say less 
than Stellar results

• The Holy Spirit is given to ensure their success (John 14:26; 
16:12-14).

• And it did: ( I Corinthians 2:9-13)

2. Without the HS, there is no faith and no new birth...

• The power of the Gospel is the power of the Holy Spirit (John 
16:7)

• The power of the god of this world is real (2 Corinthians 4:4; 
John 3:3,5, 11).

• The testimony of the Gospel is that Jesus opened blind eyes 
and hearts, enabling people's to truly see their Heavenly 
Father (I Corinthians 2:1-5).
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Packers closing challenge is a good one. I'll 
paraphrase! Do we honor the Spirit and give Him rightful 
place, or do we demean Him, ignore Him, and in doing 
so, fail to rely upon Him
Thumbnails of the Fathers of the faith: 

Earlier: Clement of Rome, Ignatius, Polycarp, Justin Martyr
Tonight: Irenaeus
Remember!

Remember the value of the church Fathers to us!  " ?.. these humbled 
Christian pastors are ever burning with the love of God and men, 

exhort to a life of purity and holiness in imitation of the example of 
Christ, and  find abundant strength and comfort amid trial and 

persecution in their faith, and the hope of glorious immortality in 
heaven." (633)

Irenaeus facts
1. Born between 115 and 125 AD but little is known of his youth 

and early days.
2. Not recognized as brilliant as much as he is valued for his 

competence.
3. Sat under the instruction of PolyCarp and the Apostle John. 

John remains a large interest of his life.
4. He may be responsible for labors that saw most of the area of 

Lyons France converted.
What he is known for!
1. Champion of orthodox truth against gnostic heresy.
2. Held to the early and unpopular view of some form of Pre-

millennial eschatology.
3. First of the Fathers to make use of the New Testament in a 

comprehensive defense of Gnosticism. 
4. A number of writings exist, and his work tends to take a liberal 

approach to some of the legalism of his day.
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