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Date: 07.17.13
Let's get started
The value of knowing God
"He who often thinks of God will have a larger mind than the man 
who simply plods around the narrow globe."
The text for the evening: Ps. 119

Lesson up
Why should we want to know about God?

Quote page 14
Setting the course!
Packer's 5 foundational principles
1. God has spoken to man, and the Bible is His word, given to 

make us wise unto salvation.
2. God is Lord and King over his world. He rules all things for his 

own glory, displaying his perfection in all that He does in order 
that men and angels may worship and adore Him. 

3. God is Savior, active in Sovereign love through The Lord Jesus 
Christ to rescue believers from the guilt and power of sin, to 
adopt them as His sons, and bless them accordingly.

4. God is Triune-- there are within the godhead 3 persons, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; and the work of salvation is one in 
which all 3 act together: The Father purposing redemption, the 
Son securing it, and the Spirit applying it. 

5. Godliness means responding to God's revelation in trust and 
obedience, faith, and worship, prayer and praise, submission 
and service. Life must be seen and lived in light of God's word. 
This and nothing else is true religion. 

The danger in much knowledge: I Corinthians 8:1
But for someone I love, a desire to know... ( S--- bad date). 
Ps. 119: 12,18,97,103,125
The Psalmist's concern was not information, but exclamation: That 
his life would exude God's richness: (119: 1,2,5)
Applications that work
1. What helps us in life is not merely information about God, 

but the stuff that creates desire to know him better.
2. What produces fruit in our own life is the stuff that gives me 

truth to meditate upon. And that, according to Packer, is a list 
art.( See Packer, pg. 18-19 copied)
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Great thumbnails of the Fathers of the 
faith:
Intro: 

These men were the first church teachers after the Apostles.
They were good men not great men... Faithful and practical 
workers  and more useful to the church in those days than the 
profound thinkers or great scholars could have been.

According to Phillip Schaff, " While the works of Tacitus, Sueton, 
Juvenal, Martial, and the contemporary heathen authors are 

filled with the sickening details of human folly, vice, and crime, 
these humbled Christian pastors are ever burning with the love of 
God and men, exhort to a life of purity and holiness in imitation 

of the example of Christ,NAND find abundant strength and 
comfort amid trial and persecution in their faith, and the hope of 

glorious immortality in heaven." (633)
CLEMENT OF ROME
1. A disciple of Paul and Peter, maybe the fellow worker mentioned 

in Phil. 4:3.
2. Probably a Roman, connected with the imperial household
3. His writing displays a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures
4. May have stood at the head of the early church in Rome
5. He specifically engaged the church at Corinth, confronting their 

continued struggles with quarreling, and fighting, while stressing 
the need for humility, harmony, love, and holiness, after the 
pattern of Christ.

6. He seems to know well the letters of Paul, Peter, James and 
Hebrews (even being considered a possible author of Hebrews) 
and borrows many expressions from Hebrews. 

7. He bears clear testimony to doctrines of: the trinity, church 
doctrine, salvation by the blood of Christ, the necessity of 
repentance and living faith, justification by grace, and 
sanctification by the Holy Spirit. 

8. He encourages the persecuted church to pray for the civil rulers 
that God may guide them.

9. We do not know if he was martyred.
That's it
MJC
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