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Bible School opening: Two installments: 
Hymn shorts/ December 16/23: Angels from 
the realm of glory; What child is this. 
Bethel Christmas sermon vol 3: 12.23.12 
Title: What were the hopeful thinking? 
Big Idea: Great anticipation produces 
single-minded service for Christ. 
Intro: what longing looks like? Think about the 

major events you have waited for. I anticipated the 

onset if shaving with a combination if passion and 

practice-- trying out my hand with a blade less razor 

of my dad's and enough shaving cream to cover my 

body. 

If I were to ask our younger members what they were 

greatly anticipating, the top two might be driving and 

dating, maybe followed by being out on their own. 

But what was the Jewish world waiting for as the 

world clocks shifted from BC to AD?  

Since the day that  Adam and Eve stepped back from 

God's plan and into their own way, the believing 

community had waited for an answer to Eve's 

plight..." Have I gotten a (real) man from The Lord?" 

What was the Jewish world thinking?  

Certainly , hope was part o f their 
vocabulary, but for many in Israel, hope was 
spelled "MASTER"-- In other words, Master 
of the world, and Lords of all the nations... 
William Barclay helps us here... 

"To bring in that day some believed that 

some great, celestial champion would 

descend upon the earth.... Another king from 

David's line and all the glories would revive; 

some believed that God Himself would break 

directly into history by supernatural means. 

But in contrast to all that, there were some 

few people who were known as the quiet in 

the land. They had no dreams of violence 

and of power and of armies with banners; 

they believed in a life of constant prayer and 

quiet watchfulness until God should come. 

All their lives they waited quietly and 

patiently upon God. (Barclay, pg. 26) 

Simeon and Anna were just such a people 
who were quietly praying and eagerly waiting 
upon God to deliver his promise. What 
were they thinking? 
Don't kid yourself-- the reason many of the 
troubled youth and adults are turning to 
violence is at some level an  expression of a 
level of disappointment, discontent, and utter 
rejection of a world overwhelmed by 
isolation, hurt, and injustice, and I might 
add, no purpose! 
For Simeon and Anna,  so focused on God's 
remedy as superior to their own, the nature 
of their expectation bound up in what they 
observed of their times, what had been 
shared with them through special revelation, 
and what they saw with their own eyes in 
Jesus.  
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To be sure, my mom and I had these 
kind of discussions: when will Jesus 
return? The great discussion of the ages has 
confronted more than 20 centuries of 
believer. How often I hear people exclaim in 
one way or another, "even so, Jesus come 
quickly" We long anxiously for his 
return... They longed anxiously for His 
arrival. 
If we're honest with ourselves, we look at life, 
with all its inequities and strife, the near 
complete lack of respect for authority, loss of 
dignity and decency... Where love for life and 
others has grown cold... And we cry, Come 
quickly, Lord Jesus! 
They needed salvation...we seek survival! 

• And in Jesus, they saw what we haven't, 

• They touched what we could not, 

• And they felt what we feel... 

• A longing to be encouraged 

• A cry to hear the truth 

• And a hope that does not disappoint... 
Trans: With that as a backdrop... 
My Bible is open to Luke 2: find verse 21 
To say that these two young parents and two 
aged hope warriors were destined to cross 
paths is an understatement. In a culture 
where life's images were laced with meaning, 
the human race's defilement is shown in the 

mother's ceremonial defilement, her isolation 
at home for 40 days.  
And it was visible too in the rights of  
circumcision, consecration, and redemption 
ceremonies that would remove her from 
defilement, release her first son from the 
requirement of priestly service, and provide a 
blessing on the family. Support! 

• Lev. 12:1-8: defilement 

• Ex. 13:2: consecration 

• (Numbers 8:Levitical priesthood)--
Numbers 18:15-16 

The requirements tied to these offerings were 
significant and costly to the family, but in the 
absence of enough income, the law was not 
without heart. One man writes, 

"On the 40th day after the nativity--until 

which time she could not leave the house... 

The virgin presented herself with her babe 

for their purification in the temple at 

Jerusalem. "Thus, then says Bonaventura do 

they bring The Lord of the temple to the 

temple of The Lord." The proper offering on 

such occasions was a yearly lamb for a 

burnt offering , and a young pigeon or a 

turtle dove for a sin offering; but with that 

beautiful tenderness, which is so marked a 

characteristic of Mosaic legislation , those 

who were too poor for so comparatively 

costly an offering, were allowed to bring 

instead two turtle-doves or two young 
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pigeons. With this humble offering Mary 

presented herself to the priest. At the same 

time Jesus, as being the first- born son, was 

presented to God, and in accordance with 

the law, was redeemed from the necessity of 

Temple service by the ordinary payment of 5 

shekels of the sanctuary." 

Now that her purification was accomplished 

and fellowship in the believing community 

restored, she could now participate in the 

ceremony for the redemption of her son from 

the priesthood.  

Now, back to our hero... Who had been 
waiting in great anticipation for years for this 
privilege.  
It's safe to say, I cherished the opportunity to 
baptize my own kids, signifying publicly what 
Jesus had done in death and life personally 
for them.  
But Simeon had given his life to this 
promise from God... Countless day, hours, 
and minutes waiting at the door if the temple 
grounds for TheSignature Moment of his life. 
And then, the parents of Jesus sought him 
out. 
Transition: long set up... 
HIS PROCLAMATION 
Text: : Is. 42:6/ 49:6( Luke 2:32)  
What he said? 

1. Life's grand! This man: Savior will be light and 

life to the world! 

2. God's personal: To his own people... And 

Israel's destiny tied to Him! (2:34) 

3. Parenting is painful!  It will strike close to 

Mary as well... Her favor from God will strike 

close to her most familial feelings for her son 

(2:35). 

AND THEN ANNA: 
Description: old, widowed, worn but not 
frazzled. 
Aged saint of the hopeful generation with no 
shortage of praise or push in her step. 

WHAT ELDER SAINTS DO TO STAY IN 
"SHAPE" FOR GOD'S WORK! 
In a sense, speaking to all of us because most 
of us are interested in living our lives, 
productively to the end...(Not like a rocker 
from my generation (James Dean: who 
said, die young and leave a good looking 
corpse.) 
They did not allow that sorrow that inevitably 
attaches itself to life,  to sour them on service 
and sacrifice. They lived out their lives with a 
joyful countenance and a happy disposition.  
1. They stretch out daily by never 

ceasing to pray; evaluating their own 
negatives in view of God's perfect 
positive-- his Son. 
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2. They step out briskly beyond their 
own comfort zone and into full 
stride-- from their own sorrows into the 
work of The Lord, the fellowship of his 
people; securing for themselves a ministry 
into life of others. (Corrie Ten Boom, lost 
her father and her sister to the Nazis; Joni 
Tada, her body's movement to a crushing 
spinal blow at a lake in New Hampshire. 

3. They find their sweet spot in 
welcome rest and reflection... They 
become a welcome center  for weary 
travelers, and an open door for the next 
generation to call upon them. 

4. They give everything they can to 
fulfill their calling; they measure out 
their lives, their resources, and their time, 
if only to find themselves at that moment 
of truth or crisis in the life of another or 
the Church of the living God... 


What were they thinking? They were 
walking in the sweet counsel of The Lord, 
trusting in the perfect presence of Jesus, and 
leaning not on their own understanding. 


