
12.2.12: Bethel Baptist Church 
Bible school opening: Ps. 122: 
Ps 122 is the Psalm of the person who 
wants to go to church to worship. Are we 
caught off guard?  
Real worship is not forced.. It flows... 
We worship... Why? 
According to Eugene Peterson, worship  
provides a structure for life. The center of 
a believer's reality: we are created, we are 
redeemed, and our needs are met. 
Metaphor for life. Jerusalem was 
structurally sound, no missing pieces and  
what all was different about them... In 
similar fashion, when we worship the 
distinctions that divide us are dissolved 
into a common bond, worshippers.  

Series: Christmas, 2012: What were 
they thinking? 
Intro: As I look back upon the actions of 
those within our own government and 
influential in the business world, we 
often find ourselves saying, "What were 
they thinking?". Women would come into 
our centers, repeating yet again the bad 
judgment associated with promiscuous 
behavior that often ends in pregnancy, 
too often in another abortion. What were 
they thinking? Our generals, riding the 
popularity of great victories and success 
only to throw it all away for the 
transitory moments of pleasure... But 
there are the good examples... What goes 
through the mind of a NY city police 

officer who buys a homeless man shoes 
out of his own pocket? What was he 
thinking? Same words... Same sentence 
but different results. 
To begin to to answer that question, my 
Bible is open to Ps. 139:16. 

I. What was God thinking in the portal 
called the eternity before time?... About 
his desire to create, to permit a fall 
from obedience, to redeem man and 
finally to consummate his restoration for 
eternity again. 
The time came when God stepped into 
the pages of history and created, first a 
world, and then it's animals, and finally 
man... He created, He worked, He set life 
into motion, placed the molecules in 
their orbits, and gave the stars their 
brilliance.  Is. 22:11. The things we 
could not see long ago before the World 
was and God is.  

II. What was God thinking? About 
the joy of uninterrupted fellowship with a 
threesome of immortal personal 
holiness. John 1: "in the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God." 
Uninterrupted fellowship and and equal 
sense of purpose and connection. This 
was the joy that reverberated from the 
heavens as angels cheered and the trinity 
acted as one. 



• Let us make man in our own image 
they said.  

• Let us go down, they said in Genesis 
11:7, and confound their language lest 
they market this p lan for se l f 
fulfillment and become like Joel 
Olsteen, Norman Vincent Peele, or 
Anthony Robbins. 

Trans: What was God thinking?  
III. That the very creature He 
created would require redemption. 
I'm overwhelmed by the completeness of 
God's mind and the totality of His love 
toward the longer view that must needs a 
redemption by a perfect sacrifice. 
• It's the cry of a young mother, the first 

of many to sin and hope that the man 
she had gotten from The Lord would to 
be her redeemer.  

• The cry of Moses for a deliverer. 
• The hope of Job that so living He can 

help. 
• It is the confident cry of prophets  that 

time and place for his Birth are fixed-- 
and the place He will occupy cannot be 
thwarted. (Is. 9:6) (Micah 5:2). 

What was God thinking? That to 
redeem man, real humanity must be 
offered to the world that He might 
sympathize with His creation... A child 
will be born. Likewise real deity must 
be retained if this Savior can really help 
us... A Son is given.  

He will be the government we long for... 

What was God thinking? That He would 
bring such salvation to pass, as He brings 
everything to pass.  (Is.46: 10-11; 14: 
24-27) 

III. What was God thinking? About 
the perfection of His Glory wrought in 
the giving of His Son. 
• First of all, God chose us ... To the 

praise of His glory (Eph. 1:5-6) 
• The 24 elders crying... glory, glory, 

glory. (Rev. 4:11). 
What God does, He does for His name's 
sake. (Is. 48:11; Ezekiel 20:9). 
The purpose of the very plan of salvation:
(Eph.2:8-10) 
• Appointed to live to the praise of His 

glory. (Eph.1:12). 
• Sealed with the Spirit to the praise of 

His glory (Ephesians 1:13-14). 

WHERE DOES THIS LEAVE US? 
1. With a recognition that His work 

would be needed. The smartest thing 
we can say is that we own the term 
sinners honestly... The most moronic 
thing we can say is that we have no 
need of His grace. 

2. With the recognition that His work 
will be accomplished. The incarnation 
was but one step in the plan of God 
for the redemption of the world, all of 



which He guarantees by the authority 
of His person. 

3. With the recognition that the strength 
of His effort will match perfectly the 
weakness of our condition. 

4. A recognition that eternity will once 
again know peace, joy, and the 
fulfillment of intimate relationship. 
(Is. 9:7)... The zeal of The Lord will 
accomplish this.


