
Bethel Church: 12.12.12 
Cafe Bethel:  
Learning lessons-- living life 
The Tag: The benefit of being regenerated is only improved by the benefit of being 
illuminated by the Spirit of God as to see Jesus in a wonderful and improved light. 
Behold we now see through a glass darkly, but then, face to face. 
Review: John 16:12-15 
The importance of the Spirit's work in the future for the progress of their faith and growth in service 
for the King. Th unfolding of the revelation: 

1. Teaching what is historically relevant. Unpacking the narrative of God's work. The truth about 
Jesus: John 16:13; 14:26 

2. Teaching what is doctrinally sound: John 14:26 
3. Teaching what is prophetically sure: 16:13 

Clearly, the disciples have "not arrived" yet, but when they do arrive, certain traits will be evident and 
true of their lives... 
THERE WILL BE A NEW MOTIVATION FOR GROWTH, DISCERNMENT, 
AND A CONSISTENCY IN THEIR DAILY LIVES. 
Seeking a greater understanding of Jesus will become a winsome task, not a grievous toil.  They will 
learn not merely what to think about, but how to think. ( The difference between Bible college and 
Seminary)  
"You shall ask me nothing..." The goal for learners is that they might become teachers. Hence we can 
see the problem with disciples who don't ( Hebrews).  
THEY WILL BECOME THE PRAYER WARRIORS THAT JESUS 
PORTRAYED RATHER THAN THE PRAYER LESS WIMPS THAT SO FAR 
THEY HAVE ONLY DEMONSTRATED.  (John 16:23)  
The promises for our betterment and development are all too often left dangling for lack of our own 
prayer fitness.  The slogan for The Master's College in Southern California is, " We train pastors like 
our life depended upon it."  This kind of prayer is largely absent from the modern church.  
In R.A. Torrey's book, How to pray, the longtime spiritual giant of another era, listed 11 reasons 
why prayer is important. 

1. Because there is a devil and because prayer is the God appointed means of resisting him. 
2. Because prayer is God's way for us to obtain what we need from Him. 
3. Because the apostles, whom God set forth to be a pattern for us, considered prayer to be the most 

important business of their lives. 
4. Because prayer occupied a prominent place and played a very important part in the earthly life of The 

Lord Jesus.  
5. Because prayer is the most important part of the present ministry of our Lord, since He is now 

interceding for us. ( Hebrews 7:25) 
6. Because prayer is the means God has appointed for our receiving mercy from Him and of obtaining 

grace to help in time of need.  
7. Because prayer is the means for obtaining the fullness of God's joy.  
8. Because prayer with thanksgiving is the means of obtaining freedom from anxiety and, in anxiety's 

place, the peace that passes understanding.  
9. Because prayer is the method appointed for our obtaining the fullness of God's Holy Spirit.  
10. Because prayer is the means by which we are to keep watchful and be alert at Christ's return 
11. Because prayer is used by God to promote our spiritual growth, bring power into our work, lead others 

to faith in Christ, and bring all other blessing to Christ's church. 




THEY WILL FINALLY POSSESS A  GREATER VISION TO COMPREHEND 
THE SCOPE OF GOD'S RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS PEOPLE.  
Their requests of Jesus had been trite, immature, short-sighted, crude, even clouded with pride, but 
when the mission of Jesus was brought to its earthly completion and the Comforter was established in 
His place, all would change. 
When the fullness of the training descends upon them, their entire scope of what is possible and 
profitable will grow exponentially.  
In a very fine book by C.S. Lewis, he discusses the highest of virtues known to culture and then notes, 
" The New Testament has lots to say about self-denial, but not about self denial as an end in itself. 

We are told to deny ourselves and to take up our crosses in order that we may follow Christ; and to 
nearly every description of what we shall ultimately find if we do so contains an appeal to desire. If 
there lurks in most modern minds the notion that to desire our own good and earnestly to hope for 
the enjoyment of its its a bad thing, I submit that this notion has crept in from Kant and the Stoics 
and is no part of the Christian faith. Indeed, if we consider the unblushing promises of reward and 
the staggering nature of the rewards promised in the Gospels, it would seem that Our Lord find our 
desire not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex 
and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who want to go on making mud 
pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the se. We are 

far too easily pleased". ( The Weight of Glory, pg. 4) 
Only when we begin to contemplate what is available to us and what we really want out of life, will we 
begin to place ourselves in the position to receive it and grow from it. 
Have a great week. 
M-


