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Chapter 3: Hell 
General observations 
A lack of understanding for the biblical narrative. A general disregard for the place that man, 
salvation and His glory play in the bigger picture. 
A lack of understanding of the place that progressive revelation plays in understanding the 
Scripture: ( For example: if we were to understand salvation by Genesis 3.15, there more we 
don't know). 
That we can understand a subject by merely looking up a word.. 
Or, that a concept is understood in its entirety by looking at any one verse 
A continual shift in worldview from that of eternal and ultimate reality to present and 
temporary condition. (PGS. 70-74) 
The lessons if Hell were bound only to the politics and religion of the day. ( pgs 79-) 
SPECIFICS 
Bell is correct in his conclusion about a certain vagueness in understanding death and the 
afterlife; specifically a vagueness that is given definition and shape by Jesus and the writers 
of the New Testament. That's why we need the whole Bible to build the case. (Progressive 
revelation) 

• Sheol 
• Gathered to his Fathers 
• Abraham's bosom 

It is consistent with post modern thinking to understand eternal truth by human experiences 
but that kind of reasoning is limited in its value. As ugly as rape, infanticide, and human 
experiences are, they best no real comparison to eternal hell. (PGS 70-74). In Bell's mind, 
the language of hell bears no greater impact than as attention getters for Jesus: (72-73) 
He likens the value of Luke 16 to present discussion only: (75). Furthermore, he has glossed 
over the real point of the rich man asking for water? Serving! Really? (75). What about a 
place of eternal torment? 
Is the Gospel message was Bell described on page 75, bottom of page? 
The only value of Luke 16 is its messages for the day? Is serves no value into what our 
understanding of eternity is framed! (77) 
The false dichotomy between a concern for eternal hell and our concern for the evils that 
exist in present "hells". The person interested in God and eternity will also care deeply for 
the needs of others... They recognize their limitations and need for a big God. 
"The all kinds of hells that resist and reject all that is good and true, and beautiful and 
human now... "  it makes you wonder what his view is of total depravity. 




The diatribe of pages 82- 
The use of the many passages linked to God's restoration only highlight God's role in his 
consummation of His world... Again, part of the biblical narrative... His (Bell's) comments 
on pg. 86 neglect the reality of judgment consistent with Just role in the world. ( pg. 86... 
Heb. 9:27(. 
What is God's ultimate goal in all of this? (87-88)? Is it healing only, redemption only, love 
only... Or is there the overarching demand for his Glory? I share my glory with no one. 
Is there a place in Bell's theology for the events of Revelation? (88) 
Misunderstanding of ( the realm of Satan) 
Poor translations of terms for forever...(91-92) 
Finally, in Bell's mind hell's only value is as a word to describe the real consequences we 
experience when we reject the good and true and beautiful life that God has for us" and not a 
final destination for unbelief... (93) 


