
Cafe Bethel: November 7, 2012 
Your weekly walking stick: The longer, harder climb: From Sunday to Sunday to Sunday we 
need more than a memory verse to keep us moving forward and with vitality. I introduced Psalm 
121 on Sunday and suggested, thanks to Peterson, that this is the Psalm that tells us we have it 
wrong-- the reminder to that there is one who has it right! What I'm packing is the daily token 
that keeps us walking.  For those if us who stumble, get slowed by the sun, and emotionally worn 
out, there is help-- answers-- God won't allow you to stumble... Wait a minute... But we do. Does 
that mean the Psalm is wrong, we 're wrong, or worse yet,  God is wrong?  My help doesn't come 
from the hills and mountains because it can't over me anything lasting or workable... But God 
can... Yep the creator, not the creation!  More... As this story develops! 
Study: Making men more Master made men! 
What we know: These men are nearly through with their training... If this were an 
academic course, they would be preparing for their final. But this is life and the final exam is 
imminent. These lessons will shape their future leadership and hone their selflessness-- ok, with 
one terrible exception  
The lesson:  
Judas, from all outward appearances other than the sovereign gaze of Jesus, was a logical 
selection for a disciple. His name meant "Jehovah leads" and suggests that his parents had 
grand hopes for him. He hailed from South of Judea, the only disciple from outside of Galilee 
and was therefore a natural outsider. He followed Jesus willingly even when most of the other 
disciples broke off their pursuit (John 6:66-71). Apparently he was not attracted to Christ on a 
spiritual level-- only to the extent that this Messiah could deliver relief from the Romans fulfill 
for him his own selfish desires for power, significance, and control. His greatest expertise 
became his carefully guarded hypocrisy (Matt. 26:22-23; John 6:64). 

Excursus: Neither the church, corporate America, business large or small-- anyone who 
utilizes people to accomplish a goal are immune from the challenges of getting the "right" 
person. Even the most "vetted" candidates often do not work out. We choose people on 
the best incurs of our spiritual guidance recognizing that outcome is only known fully by 
God. In this case, it was, and yet Judas is not loosed from his responsibility. 

Specifically: Judas was 
• Outwardly appealing for service 
• Emotionally compatible 
• Outwardly holy: he had a certain desire for the holy and just but could never fully remove 

himself from clutches of his selfish passions. 
• Consistently selfish and self-absorbed. 
• Double minded: James 1:8 

From the intriguing: 
Enough discernment in Judas to make him dangerous. A.B. Bruce notes, "the vision of a 
prophet and the soul of a miser". Money was not his ultimate motive, selfish obsession was. His 
discernment was sharper and personalized to conclude, "if it was going to all unravel, why not 
create for himself the best terms possible." 
The incident with Mary proved to be the last straw in a series of moments that saw Judas 
lose hope that Jesus would or could fulfill his own selfish desires. (Matt. 26:14-16). The very first 



recorded rebuke of his action at Mary's moment was all that it took to push him toward the 
wanton destruction of Jesus. 
Human behavior is complicated but not without reason. We can't escape the tension in 
making sense of his actions, and why should we? There are plenty of passages to suggest the 
prophetic role of Judas as part of the bigger story of Jesus' death. (Ps. 41.9: 55:12-14; John 
13.11-; Zech. 11:12-13). While the tension between Divine Sovereignty and human responsibly 
remains, we need not package for our ease and enjoyment, only our nourishment. (See Eph. 1:11; 
Luke 22: 22) 
THE DAMNING MOMENT 
Amid blended conversation and poor proximity, clouded judgment, uncertainty, and poor 
listening, the rest of the disciples missed precisely what Judas heard with clarity (John 
13:23-30).  
TAKE-AWAYS 

1. Squandered privilege is both a waste for the individual soul it ruins and the culture it fails 
to impact. 

2. Proximity to God can never be confused with an identity with God. 
3. Hypocrisy remains the real and present danger of those most gifted in their Christian 

faith and those least interested in its authentic development. 
Done 


