Bethel Baptist Church:                        10.28.12
Call to worship notes
10.28.12
My goal for you!
· Think differently
· Think biblically
· Think consistently
· Think creatively
Text: Psalm 120
Theme: A Song of assents
Plan: begin in Opening; have each person read one verse
Big Idea: Hindrances to Worship
It's hard to worship in a world of practically pagan pietists
Specifics:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
Call to worship: AM
Text: Ps.120
Family/ week:
Visitors
Greeting
Scripture reading:
Confession and Prayer : Jean Copenhaver; Richard's mother; Josh's job; Michells; 
Message
---------------------
Call to worship PM
Preview the week
Important Scripture for the week
Wednesday
Men at Work
Sunday next
Singing
Prayer
Lead in...
Pastor sing along
Testimonies
Reflection
Done to soon!
Intro:
Many years ago, along a dusty road, men and followers entered the home of an unknown beneficiary. While they ate they talked about their futures and their kingdom fortunes; each of them only inches from the Master... It was only then John tells us that Jesus took the basin and humiliated Himself before them. 
Transition: if we're honest,we all tend to take our cues from those we most admire. For me, my father, mother, and others... For you, other similar choices might fill your score card.  Paul looking backward to his own conversion, and recently to his fellowship with Peter likely understood the power of example in the life of His Savior. Peter might have remembered well that night in the upper room, when Jesus stripped Himself of his garments and girded his waist with towel;  entered into humiliation for the sake of his disciples.
The joy provided for me in living out my life as a believer begins with my relationship with Christ; is supported through my relationship with others, with whom I fellowship, grow and serve. 
This joy of living is emboldened by the relationships I forge for the sake of the Gospel and this fact undergirds all that Paul will say... But it's mother lode of benefit is borne out of What Christ,  by way of example turned substitute, does in the person of His perfect Son.
James Boice has called this humiliation, the Great Parabola... 
" For [these]  picture the descent of the Lord Jesus Christ from the highest position in the universe down to his death on the cross, and then carry the mind of the reader up again to see him seated once more on the throne of his glory before which every knee shall bow. I will go up ... Up... Up... Said, Satan. You will be cast down to hell, God answered. I will go down to the cross, said Jesus. You will be given the name that is above every name, said, God, our heavenly Father." pg. 109 
If I am to understand His church, His plan, and his joy, I must understand His person. This is the God who became like me so that I may become like Him. 
I. The God who cares.
Have this mind in you, which was first and foremost in Christ Jesus. This Savior possessed the attitude of God, with the attributes of God, the burdens of God, and the perfection of God. He is the God who cares. 
Listen, you can probably count on one hand the people that truly care about you and I've met people who long to find but one person who would care for them unconditionally, asking nothing of them.
He (Christ) existed in the form of God, not with regard to shape, but with regard to his attributes. He was God in the beginning, was God at the incarnation, and remains God to this day, He is yet God  on  into eternity. There was nothing in His Nature that demanded that he claw for the recognition such as one longing to hold on to treasure, clinging to it lest it be lost to someone stronger. (Southwest Airlines days)
Transition: If I am to think of others, I must discover a Savior who modeled it perfectly. A God who becomes like me, so that I might become like Him.
If I am to truly care about others, I must first be convinced of extent and the depth of His love for me.
II. The God who cares is also the God who comes. 
· He made Himself of nothing 
· He took on the appearance of a man--- experienced birth as a human being  and the death of a slaughtered perfect sacrifice... Sinless and unique---  of which there  is none like Him; whose outward expression of a man is only apprehended by his inner expression of God.
· He followed the will of the Father, even when it necessitated a cross.
Kenneth Wuest was the eminent Greek scholar of his day and he writes, 
"when our Lord set aside the expression of deity in order that He might express Himself as a bond slave,He was setting aside his legitimate and natural desires and prerogatives as deity...he continues, " the basic natural desire and prerogatives of deity is that of being glorified..." ( which is precisely why Jesus put feet to the lesson in John 13).
He set aside self, in order that he might secure His Father's blessing!
Transition: If I am to empty myself of pride and a divisive spirit, I must know the humiliation of my Master. This is The God who became like me so that I might become like Him.
III. It is He who cared, and He who came,and He who also Conquers. The conquering...  coming... and caring Savior is now exalted by the Father 
God has highly exalted Him(9).
He has a name that reigns supreme
He has a name that rings of Sovereignty
He has a name that reaches God's highest glory! 
Close: 
One summer two friends visited Luxor, the city in upper Egypt where tourists may walk among the remains of Ancient Thebes, once the capital of Egypt. During the trip the guide showed them the great temple of Luxor, erected by Amenophis III. On the top of one tall column of the temple was a small house,and his friends were curious just how it got there.  The guide explained that during the last century,before the excavations of Luxor were begun, the area on which they were standing was covered with sand. One local farmer tried to find a solid foundation for his home and scratched about in the sand  to find some bedrock on which to build. In time, he came upon a smooth surface, and he erected his home there. In the desert where the wind is constantly blowing and where the sand shifts according to the air currents, anything permanent  will cause the sand to shift away from it.  As the sand drifted away from his cottage the farmer discovered that his house was actually built on a piece of hand carved stone, presumably from an ancient temple. It was only after the excavations had begun that the farmer realized that the stone was a standing column,and after the excavations were completed he found that his home was nearly eighty feet above ground level... 
Not unlike the relationship that many claim with Jesus. Many people, [maybe even you] will argue  that their lives are built on Jesus Christ, but they may know as little about Jesus Christ as that Egyptian farmer knew about the foundations of his own home. You may admit Christ's existence, acknowledge his example as a great moral teacher, and even if all these things are true, the hope that you stubbornly cling to is as uncertain as the drifting sand... 
No better than the farmer who "thought" his home was firmly planted on the bedrock....
This is the God who became like me so that I might become like Him. 
Done!
