
Bethel Baptist church 
10.24.12 
Turning men into more 
Lesson 21:! When does pride go too far? When is pride damning? 
Background: We have been observing the growth of the disciples through the lens of leadership 
from Jesus. He has taken men of honest intentions and endured with them the steady growth pangs 
that come from those afflicted with all the shortcomings and inconsistencies that we all know, all to 
well. The hope is that in seeing it, we will get it!  What Jesus has been doing on the Wednesday of 
Passion week is unknown but by Thursday evening the provisions are all in place for this intimate 
gathering fore shading the Passover feast. This place likely at the home of a friend (Mark 14:14). 
Overview: For now, our interest lies in the training that will unfold in the midst of the humble of 
tasks-- washing feet. Why not, that the greatest lessons come at the hands of awkward moments! 
First task: What are Jesus' thoughts at this moment? His feelings? There is an anxiousness for the 
cross, a love for His own, and a sadness for the consequences of Judas.  
The Scripture says: John 13:1 
1. The images that still speak to them: Jesus words about the nature of the kingdom bring them 
back to thoughts of greatness, old feuds, and jealousy. (Luke 22:24). The Jewish Talmud prescribed 
3 orders around the table: center, left, and finally, right of center. With Jesus at center,what is to be 
decided? 

• Key words: nipto means to wash parts of the body. Other terms to observe: Oidas means to 
know,my way of knowledge perceived, gnosei means to know by experience.  

Old habits die hard! Can you think of any of your own? 
2. Peter's shame: Jesus coming to Peter... Had the shame of their actions finally landed? Will 
shame become the ground base of pride and rebellion? "Lord, washeth now MY feet? Note the 
progression from hesitancy to refusal! ( Thou shall never). 
Double negative here! (8) 
• Ou me 
• My feet 
• Unto the age forever 
The sentence: Not, Never, shall you rinse my feet... Forever (what comes at the end of a sentence 
second only in importance to what comes at the beginning). 
3. The issue of inclusion and inheritance: "Jesus: if you reject the desires most closely related to 
my person and my mission, you reject the essence of our relationship" 
4. Major flaws in Peter's thinking 

1. That he would be part of nothing that seemed to contradict His understanding of the dignity of 
his Lord. 

2. That his own judgements were far more trustworthy than those of His Lord. 



In one respect this disciple wishes to challenge the Lord's place of humiliation necessary for our 
redemption and in the other his Master's Lordship.  Is this not the whole issue of Christianity? The 
one who declares, " You will never wash my feet, could say you shall never wash my soul." in the other 
respect, a refusal to accept the Lord commands (desires) means that he Peter) favors his own 
judgements over the Lord's wishes. If we refuse the Right of God to humble Himself and we refuse the 
blessings of obeying Him, we honor no part of Him.  The chasm between the righteousness of God, 
and the unrighteousness of man remains still uncrossed. Finally, if He has no part with us, then we 
have no part with Him. (II Peter 1:2; 2:20; 3:2,18) 
5. Grabbing at happiness: "Happy are you, .... If you do this." (17) If you have fully grasped the 
knowledge from this experience, you will be happy in the practice of it.  

Happy= makaroi= Blessed (see Matt, 5:3). 
According to Wm Barclay, who described the island of Cyprus as the happy isle because the 
island was said to contain such fertility, beauty, and natural resources... To have within itself 
everything necessary for a well rounded life. The apostles in training are given to dreams of 
earthly greatness as the supreme goal of life-- The Blessed estate, according to Jesus, is to be 
achieved through humble service.  

TAKING THE BULL BY THE HORNS 
1. The mature life knows the deeper benefit of biblical truth 
2. The obedient life knows the deeper appreciation of of intimacy. 
3. The happy life knows the deeper expression of of service. 


