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Title: The Perfect Storm of Bad days
Text: Acts 23
Intro: The Perfect storm(Book: movie) In October of 1991, an 
unprecedented series of weather events located in the Eastern Atlantic 
created the perfect conditions for a storm of such magnitude that it was 
labeled the Perfect storm by the National weather Service, with winds 
clocked at 60 knots and waves of 35 feet-- sinking a fishing vessel known 
as the Andrea Gail. Sometime on the evening of October 28, 1991. It was a 
combination of Two dissimilar air masses coupled with a mass climatic 
event such as a cyclone or hurricane and an extreme air mass in the 
western Atlantic that undercut and intensified the other events-- these 
coming together coupled with bad human judgement created the fatal 
event that doomed the Andrea Gail. 
That's the kind if experiences and conditions that often lead to our own 
"rough seas" experiences. 
Big Idea: understanding ourselves and the God who owns us can master 
the perfect storms that invade our lives.
Transition: the most refreshing aspect of Scripture might be its honest and 
openness concerning its fundamental character within the pages of God's 
narrative. 
In a world where Jesus always manifested the correct response, we are 
faced with challenges the stature of mount everest when often only 
equipped with a day pack for light hiking...So as we embrace the text we 
might ask ourselves, How did this happen? How did Paul find himself in 
this situation? At least several contributing factors:
1. In Paul you have a man committed to high standards and goals: 

Nothing wrong with that. We long for a deeper, more consistent 
faithfulness in every aspect of our own lives and those of our 
associates. Paul sees things clearly and reacts to them quickly, often 
with penetrating clarity: ( his experience with John Mark being one of 
them).

2. In This apostle, you have a man under duress: the legacy of the new 
church a constant burden, the reality of a Jewish backlash over their 
inability to see themselves correctly and Jesus Christ rightly. ( The Care 
of the churches: II Cor.11).

3. The despicable nature of his own flesh: He recognized it but not 
always able to control it. Your flesh will get the best of you in your 
marriage, in your family, in your business, and in church if you're not 
aware of it. (Swindoll and motives). It's never very far, waiting only for 
the right conditions to surface and overwhelm us.



4. The reality of a sin engorged world that is bound to rub off on us as we 
nudge closer to it every day. Raised in a world where course talk was 
rejected and godly conversation was the rule, you can imagine my 
adjustment during my military years when surrounded by language 
that seem to begin with one letter of the alphabet.

TRANSITION: Watch it develop!
THE INTERCHANGE: I have lived my life in good conscious: genuine 
statement from Paul not suggesting sinlessness but seriousness. 
THE ESCALATION: 
Ananias' reaction: Saddam Hussein of his day. Ananias, son of 
Nedebaeus, reigned from AD:48-59, was ruthless, conniving, and thought 
nothing of robbing the tithes of his own priests to fill his greedy desires.
Guilty of bribery of Jews/Romans, hated by Jewish Nationalists, he was 
chased from power in AD66, cornered in an aqueduct near the palace if 
Herod and killed with his brother Hezekiah.
THE EXIT:
From Strategic to tactical goals: What do I know about the flash points 
between the Pharisees and Sadducees?
What can we salvage from this?
What really matters to me? The crucifixion! 
Where is my real strength when my strategy and tactical plans 
disintegrate? 
When we find ourselves in big trouble, we need a bigger God. From 
earlier accounts we see visions of support, but here we are greeted with a 
Savior who stands by His people bringing Paul to a place where he would 
never again feel at a loss for what to say and how to act ( See Acts 18:9-10; 
22:17-21).
WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM THIS PERFECT STORM?
1. The Lord is over it all: Sovereignty: the Lordship of Christ means that 

His is being worked out toward the consummation of his glory.
2. I must always be aware of the power keg of my own flesh. That's 

Humanity in its unmasked condition. (Pastor Williams). 
3. Sometimes our goals for the future must be adjusted: We call that 

reality. The best laid plans are always in the end, our plans and with 
everything, we must constantly re-evaluate in light of God's best 
interest in our lives.



LINGERING PRINCIPLES:
1. Be honest: learn to keep your accounts short: with your God; with 

your spouse, with your family; your colleagues... And if you blow it, 
own it, admit it and move on.

2. Be authentic: recognize that as much as you think you know, as long 
as you have been a believer, and as favorable view of yourself that you 
maintain, does not remove your responsibly to grow deeper and more 
honest with yourself.

3. Be submissive: First to God, then His church and finally to the smaller 
authorities God has placed in your lives. 

Done!


