
A word well spoken  is like apples of Gold in a setting of silver...

Notes:12.7.11


Intro: Returning to the Discipline:

 AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE DISCIPLINE. 

Divine guidance is the process by which the church is led 
forward, balancing the needs of individuals, leadership and the 
Chief Shepard, keeping in mind our calling, commitment and 
care for the flock 

Tonight: The goal of healthy,balanced guidance is in view: 
GETTING A HANDLE ON GOOD LEADERSHIP

EXPECTATIONS FOR CHURCH LEADERSHIP: The right 
"elevation"

The goal in leaders: looking for established qualities of character, 
reputation, a d the ability to handle the Scriptures, while displaying 
the fruit of the Spirit.

1. Congregationally connected

A congregation that is accountable and leadership who see the 
bigger picture.

Scripture: Acts 6:2; I Cor. 5:4-5; 2 Cor. 2:6; Gal. 1:1-5; 2 Tim.4:3
The value of the covenant: A church covenant that is more than just 
a corrective against "drinking and smoking." It should address the 
nature of our relationship to one another and God.
2. Spiritually enabled

Understanding the leadership directives given to "deacons"/ elders
Scripture: Heb. :17; Eph. 4:11-13; Rom.12:6-8;Rom. 1:11-12;I Cor. 
12:4-7; I Cor. 14; 14:26
3. Christ-centered

The "Hats" leaders wear--"B.O.S.S." the hats that Jesus wore
B- Boss: The nature of command:Matt. 28:20; 2 Tim. 4:2; 2 Tim. 
2:24-25; James 3:1

O- Out front--setting the pace; Initiative; 2Thess 3:7-9;John 13:34; I 
Cor. 11:1; 1 Peter 2:21
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THE DISCIPLINE OF 
SPIRITUAL GUIDANCE

The Big Idea:

The plan

REVISIT THE 
DISCIPLINE


THE BALANCE OF 
LEADERSHIP


THE DANGERS AND 
BLESSINGS OF OUR 
MODERN WAY OF LIFE.
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S-Supply--filling up what is needed; 2 Tim. 2:2; Luke 9-10
S-Serve:; Phil. 2; I Peter 5:1-4; I Peter 2;


4. Divinely directed: A basis for His authority: Ephesians 3:14-21
THE DANGERS AND BLESSINGS OF OUR Current 
understanding of guidance.

1. Too few in "The Body" have too much control.

The answer: competent leadership with clear expectations and 
regular accountability.

2. Too many in the church resist the clear direction of the Lord.

The answer: competent leadership are encouraged, equipped, and 
empowered to lead in ways that cause us to want to follow. We 
surrender our own "stuff" and respond to good leadership.

 3. Too much insistence on our own thinking for numerical or 
marketing growth.

The answer: consistent teaching and application to remain 
relevant while connected to the priority of Biblical truth.

 4. Too "rosy" a picture in the reality of life. 

The answer: challenges occur, sin happens, and at time 
disagreements develop. How we address them keeps the Body 
growing and vibrant. 

CONCLUSIONS

Dallas Willard,

The aim of God in history is the creation of an all inclusive 
community of loving persons, with Himself included in that 
community as its prime sustainer and most glorious inhabitant. 

Richard Foster adds, 

Such a community lives under the immediate and total ruler ship of 
the Holy Spirit. They are a people blinded to all other loyalties by the 
splendor of God, a compassionate community embodying the law of 
love as seen by Jesus Christ. They are an obedient army of the lamb of 
God living under the spiritual disciplines, a community in the 
process of total transformation from the inside out, a people 
determined to live out the demands of the gospel in a secular world.
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Eugene Kennedy writes,

"the stabilizing character of healthy 
authority is what's been missing . 
It's return is what will make us 
more confidant and less anxious in 
managing our lives. Kennedy 
suggests that healthy authority 
matches the needs and goals of 
serious intimate relationships, 
because it's concern is not to 
overcome others but to fuel the 
growth of people who feel safe with 
each other."

Dever notes,

When we exercise authority in a 
good and proper way-- through the 
law, around the family table, in our 
jobs, in our scout troop, in our 
homes, especially in the church--  we 
are helping to display God's image 
to his creation.


